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our monarchy and our strong army; it was born for the people out of this idea; I read it in all letters which I still receive now and again from South America; the joy over the growing German spirit and over the concentration of everything that is German even where it seemed already lost And behind it all is the thought that when peace has come again, our ships shall return to tie inextricably the knot of German sentiment."
In this way that which I had endeavoured to plant in the navy began to take root, and it became more and more effective as a pioneer of Germandom, the less the fleet was compelled to squander all its youthful strength in home waters. When war broke out I saw that the immeasurable prospects of our world power, and consequently our fate at home, depended on our coming out of the war with a strong position against the Anglo-Saxons. Those values abroad which have been destroyed by the fact of the war could only indeed be fully replaced by victory. But even if we succumbed with dignity to superior forces and fell in honour, the German name could preserve its respect in the world. The future of Germany overseas, and our whole artificial and yet so indispensable position in the world, depended upon whether people could remain proud of the fact that they were Germans. Nothing was more fruitful to the commercial prosperity of the Japanese in our time, or of the Germans after 1870, than proved strength and valour.
The world still had room for many Germans who would make their way as such, and not as hired slaves